THE 37th ANNUAL SESSION OF IPC 2009 – BELEM, BRAZIL

Around 200 delegates from more than 20 countries (producing and importing countries) as well as representatives from Spices Associations and UN Agencies attended the 37th Session of IPC, held at Belem Hilton, Belem, State of Para, Brazil from 30th November – 4th December 2009.
The Vietnam delegation including 8 members from the Ministry of Agricultural and Rural Development, Vietnam Pepper Association, Intimex HCM, Fitco and Harris Freeman. Mr Nguyễn Viết Vinh, senior expert from International Cooperation Department of the Ministry of Agricultural and Rural Development is the head of delegation and Mr Đỗ Hà Nam, Chairman of VPA is the deputy head of the delegation. 
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Mr Đỗ Hà Nam – Chairman of VPA giving souvenir to representative of Brazil, host country 

The session adopted reports, presentations and suggestions on production, exportation, importation, peppertech, quality as well as operation and human management of IPC.

[image: image2.jpg]



Picture of representatives from participant countries 
The 40th Pepper Exporters Meeting held discussed at length on crop figures, market scenario in 2008, estimates for 2009 and projection for 2010. At the end, it was adopted provisional figures on production, import, consumption and export of pepper by producing countries during 2008 and 2009, which is temporarily summarised as per the statement below.
	Country 
	2008
	2009 (estimate)

	
	Prod
	 Imp 
	Cons 
	Exp 
	Prod
	 Imp 
	Cons 
	Exp 

	Brazil 
	41,000
	14
	5,000
	36,363
	35,000
	90
	5,000
	32,000

	India 
	50,000
	13,078
	40,000
	26,665
	50,000
	14,000
	42,000
	22,000

	Indonesia
	45,000
	3,000
	16,000
	47,000
	25,000
	7,000
	16,000
	40,000

	Malaysia
	22,000
	2,637
	4,500
	13,371
	23,000
	3,000
	4,800
	14,000

	Sri Lanka
	12,000
	83
	6,400
	6,237
	18,250
	45
	7,260
	10,960

	Vietnam 
	90,000
	2,000
	3,500
	89,705
	100,000
	10,000
	3,500
	120,000

	China 
	37,000
	2,651
	25,500
	6,000
	23,000
	5,000
	26,500
	4,000

	Others 
	17,500
	0
	12,200
	6,150
	17,350
	200
	12,150
	6,000


The host country also organised field trip to nursery garden and some plantations in main area ( the pepper production in most visited plantations is facing with difficulties of diseases and drought so that the projection for 2010 is not very satisfactory.) 
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Nursery garden in Brazil
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Plantation seriously damaged with drought 
Representative from India has taken the rotational chairman position from Brazil. The 38th annual session of IPC will be hold in Kerala, India in the second haft of November 2010.   
                                                                                                                                       VPA

